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ROLLINS COLLEGE.
Bv WILLIAM FREMONT BLACKMAN, PH.D. , PRESIDENT.

Rvllins College bas now completed twenty-two years of
service It has been fortunate in having from the first on its
Board of Trustees, its Faculty, and its list of friends and benefactors, men and women of singular ability, energy, fidelity
and consecration. Among these it may not be invidious to
mention more especially its first president, Edward Payson
Hooker, scholar, saint, seer, shepherd, gentleman, who stamped its cbaracter on the institution :it its birth; and its late
president, George Morgan Ward, orator, organizer, inspiring
leader, who dedicated his young manhood to its service, rallied friends to its support in the desperate days after the Great
Freeze. arid saved it from collapse. From another point of
view, its foremost friend has been Dr. D . K. Pearsons, who
has spent two seasons at Winter Park-the first with his gentle and gracious wife-and to whose initiative and generous
gift of $50 ,000 was dqe the rnising of the Endowment Fund of
$200,000·.
Dr. Pearsons' unfailing fait h in the future of the
college, and his wise counsels have been a source of great comfort to its president.
From the first, Rollins has regarded itself as a missionary
college, an institute of religious, educational and patriotic
propagandism. No doubt this is true of all coll eges, everywhere; it seems specially true of Rollins. When it was established, there was not in all the lower ·south, an enormous
a-rea, a singlt! college whose ideals and spirit 1were national
r.1ther than sectional, whose stc1nclards of sch0larship were the
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highest, and whose religious character was unsectarian, catholic, free, ethical and vital-no college, in a word, of the type
so familiar and so precious in New England and the West.
Rollins was established in the conviction, which has been justified and increased with the passing years, that a college of
this particular type was needed in this region.
The mission of the college had then, and still has, three
aspects:
I. EDUCATIONAL.

The schools of higher and of secondary grade, public and
private, in the lower South were deplorably inefficient a score
of years ago. They have improved in recent years--considering the proverty and the racial and social problems with
which this section has been cursed, the improvement has been
wonderful-yet the average rural school in Florida is even
now maintained not more than the fourth part of the year,
and is officered by teachers deplorably ignorant and untrained,
while there is not in the entire state-a region as large as all
New England-a single High School or Academy, so
far as I have been able to learn, aside from our
own and the preparatory department of Stetson University, which fit pupils for the Freshman class at Rollins in
the Greek course. The State University . for men and the
State College for women are excellent schools, under the administration of very capable men, yet conditions are such that
they find it necessary for the present to admit stude11ts who
are deficient by at least a full year's prepara<tory work. Rollins insists upon the same standard of preparation and of graduation as the best Northern colleges; it is one of the two or
three instiutions in the South whose standar<ls of admi-;sion
are equal to those exacted by the Carnegie Foundation .
Hence. the number of student~ in the regular college classt>s
is, .and will for some years remain, exceedingly small, but the
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, influence of the college on the schools of the state is stimulating and wholesome. In my judgment, it cannot ~fiord to lo~er its standards materially for the sake of a rapid growth m
numbers. One of its former students is a professor in the
Leland Stanford, Jr., University; another recent alumnus,
who took his entire preparatory and collegiate course at Rol•
lins, was appointed a tutor in Columbia University after pu:suing graduate studies there; and a graduate of last ve~r 1s
now under appointment as Rhodes Scholar at Oxford D_mversity, be being the only student in a Florida institution who
passed the Responsions Examination.
2.

NATIONAL.

Rollins is perhaps the only institution, North or South,
where the grandchildren of Abolitionists and Confederate soldiers, in substantially equal numbers, study, eat, and play together under teachers bred in both sections, and on a campus
above which an American flag fl.oats every school day, from
morning till night. There is probably nothing else in our national life so important as that the breach between North and
South should be healed, and that mutual understanding and
sympathy between these sections should be created; this is
vital to the solution of the racial, social, industrial, political,
and relig10us and ecclesiastical problems with which as a nation we are confronted. And how else can this sense of sym-pathy and solidarity be engendered so well as by bl~nding
choice spirits of both sections together, as we are domg at
Rollins, at the most impressionable period of life?
And it is certainly not impossible that Cuba will some
day be a part of the American union; meantime, Rollins has
for years been receiving young men and women from leading
families in Cuba, training them in the ideas, the ideals, the
language, of American life, and l3ending them back as leaveB
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to that young Republic. We could quadruple the number of
such students if we had room for them.
3.

RELIGIOUS.

Rollins is avowedly and earnestly religious in character. Its
course of study, its teachin g force, its rules and discipline, its
ideals and standards and spirit, :ue all definitely Christian.
Founded by Congregationalists and for years generously fostered by the Congregational Education Society, it is sectarian
neither in spirit nor control. But it stands for a certain type
of religious opinion and experience- -for a reasonable freedom
of belief, for a reverent but scientific attitude toward Biblical
study, for a theology that is sane, broad, and harmo,,ious with
modern knowiedge, and for a religious experience that is vital
and ethical rather than narrow or sentimental, or mainly mystical or traditional or ecclesiastical. Especially, it S ' eks to
emphasize what is common to all C:hristian churches and beliefs, and minimize what is local, individual, sectarian ani'.1.
temporary, and thus to promote Christian unity. Eight or
nine different denominations are represented among its trustees and teachers. In the North, institutions of this type ar.:
common and familiar; in the South they are still unfamiliar.
and gre::itly needed.
I am sometimes asked whether Rollins is a Congreg-ation
al college; my answer is, there are no Congregational colleges,
and cannot be any, in the sense in which there are Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist colleges--colleges, that is, whose
property is owned or whose policy is controlled by an ecclesiastical body. But if that which I have just descriLed be the ·
heart and soul of Congregationalism, then, and in this sense,
Rollins accepts, and rejoices in the name.
The work of the institution is divided into seven departments or "schools." The College proper provides a four
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years' course of study partially required and partially elective,
leading to the degree of B. A. The Academy provides a four
years' course, and prepares for any college or technical school.
The School ?f Music also provides a four years' course, in.
piano, voice culture, and violin, and in harmony, musical theory and musical history; it bas four teachers and some fifteen
pianos, and requires for graduation a High School diploma or
its equivalent. The School of Expression also requires a
High School diploma as a prerequisite to g-rad~rntion, and it is
planned at an early date to make a simi lar requirement in the
case of the Business School. The School of Fi Ile Arts gives
the usual courses, and is housed, in a convenien t and attractive studio, built <'luring the past year hy friends of the department. The School of Dome~tic and Industrial Arts }.'ives
instruction, greatly needed and greatly appreciated in Florida, ,
in cooking, sewing . dressmaking. basketry, bome-decorntion,
wood-working, meta l-beating, and archi tectural and mech;inic;il <hawing. The Business School teaches book-keeping.
banking. commHcial law, shorthand and telegrapl 1 y. Thus.
while the college maintains the highest academic standards,
it steks also to adapt its ir1stru,tion to tht rractica l needs of
the population to wh ich it ministers.
·
The college is seriou~ly handicappt:.d hy l;ickof equipll'ent
All its building;. ?re c1<.:wded. It nC< els, at once , a science
hall, at le;ist one ndditional dormitory. a ch;ipel. a library and
administration building, a score of ~cholarships for the benefit of needy and worthy students. and a l c nsidern hie increase
of its gtnern l e1.dowment funds. Mr. Cat negie has off, red to
g ive $20,000 for the library and administration building on
cundition 1hat an equal amount be added to our endowment;
the effort is now being made to meet this requirement.
As I write these words, in Boston, the telegraph brings
me the disheartning intelligence of the total destruction by
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lightning of our Music Hall, together with the larger part of
its contents-furniture, pianos and implements of instruction
in the domestic arts. These must be replaced at once; at the
same time, the effort to meet the conditions of Mr. Carnegie's
offer must not be relaxed.
It is an exigent moment for Rollins; who will come to her
aid?-The Home Missionary.

Letter From the Ladies' Auxiliary
~ommittee.
The Music Hall at Rollins College was struck by lightning and destroyed, together with several pianos and the
equipment of the School of Domestic Arts, on July twenty-•fifth.
The Ladies' Auxiliary Committee, which has mothered
the·School of Domestic Arts, makes a plea for its child in distress, and asks your assistance in re-establishing this important work.
During the fi,ve years of its existence, the department has
registered one hundred and fifty girls in cooking, and one
hundred and twenty-five in sewing, dressmaking and basketry. The time for this work is taken by the youn&" ladies entirely out of ·their recreation hours, and the success and usefulness of it are beyond question.
To replace the twelve individua:l outfits for cooking, the
stoves, tables and dining room service, will cost at least five
hundred dollars.
Will you not help us in this emergency? No gift is to
small to meet with appreciation.
LUCY WOR'l'HINGTON BLACKMAN,

For the Committee.
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Letter from Dr. Ward.
WELLS COLLEGE, PRESIDJ;:NT'S OFFIC);; ,

Aurora, New York, October
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1907.

MY DEAR MR. BLACKMAN :
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My attention was called yesterday to an article in the
Home Missionary of September last. I take this early opportunity of thanking you for the appreciative statement which
said article contains of my own efforts in behalf of the college.
As I look back over those first years at Winter Park and realiz~ how little there was to build upou, I wonder my stay
was not of the briefest character .
I shall never forget the enthusiasm with which we marshalle<l all our cohorts to the station to welcome the first (I
had almost said only) boarding student; and I remember, too,
the pride which I felt when our dining hall could boast of
three tables of. eight boarders each , the total twenty-four including several teachers, myself, ·wife and housekeep,· r.
I am glad to hear from day to day of the success you are
constantly meeting with, and shall be very glad to serve the
college in any way in my power consistent with my duties to
this institution.
Sincerely yoLtrs,
GEO.

M. WARD .
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ROLLINS COLLEGE BULLETIN

Rollins College.
WINTER PARK WAS DESIGNED by its founders to
be a center of educational influence. This purpose has been
kept stead il y in view, and has attracted to the town, both for
permanent residence and as a winter resort, intelligent and
cultivated people. The college has always maintamed the
highest standards of scholarship. Its students-now about
200 in number-are drawn from F lorida, Georgia, Cuba and
the New England, Middle and Western States.
THE FACULTY embraces more than twenty instructors. The president was for many years a professor in Yale
University.
Other instructors formerly taught in Vassar,
Smith, Wellesley and Pennsylvania State colleges.
INSTRUCTION' is offered in seven departments as fo llows:
THE COLLEGE offers a full four years' course.
THE ACADEMY is intended primarily as a fitting
school, but it also .provides opportunities for a genera l educa•
tion for such as are unable to take a college course.
THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC employs four teachers and
maintains the highest standards of the art.
THE SCHOOL OF EXPRESSION offers courses in
Voice Cultnre, Philosophy and Technique of Gesture, Literary and Dramatic Interpretation, Recitation as an Art, Shakes
pearean Plays and How to Teach Reading.
THE SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS provides a regular
graded cour~e of study. covering tl-iree years.
THE SCHOOL OF DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL
ARTS gives thorough training in Cooking, Sewing, Dress-
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making, Basketry, Wood-carving, Metal-beating, Furnituremaking and Household Decoration.
- THE BUSINESS SCHOOL offers courses in Commercial Arithmetic, Commercial Law, Bookkeeping, Banking,
Shorthand, Typewriting and Telegraphy.
THE CAMPUS embraces about twenty acres, beautifully located on the northern bank of Lake Virginia, and contains nine buildings. The campus and all the college buildings are lighted by ekctricity, and provided with heating apparatus.
THE CONDITIONS OF HEAL TH at Rollins College are
nearly perfect. Located on the "Florida Heights" it enjoys
the purest of air, direct from ocean or gulf, and impregnated
with the o~ors of the pine; its water is drawn from an artesian
well more than a hundred feet deep: and is as free from impurity as any in the world; its doors and windows are open day
and night the winter through; its two physical directors and
the college phyf;lician give careful attention to th~ physical condition and needs of each student; and it furnishes an abundance of plain and wholesome food in its dining hall. Winter
Park is absolutely free from malaria.
ATHLETICS are encouraged at Rollins. The College
has one of the finest and best equipped gymnasia in the
South; it has the best baseball field in Florida; it has a fine
boat house, and a flotilla of a dozen row boats, besides three
paper racing shells; its students may use the links of the
Winter Park Golf Glub, among the best in the State, at a merely nominal cost; and it is surrounded by many miles of paved
roads, delightful for walking. driving, or cFling.
EXPENSES are very moderate, varying from f,178.00 to
f,196.00 per annum for board, room-rent and tuition.
SEVERAL SCHOLARSHIPS, covering the cost of t11-
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ition, are available for students of superior character and ability , who may need such assistance.
THERE ARE THOUSANDS of young people in the
Nortli whose !tealtlt is threatened by the rigors of the climate 0r
by close confinement in ill-ventilated and superheated schoolrooms;
Rollins offers them refuge from these perils and the p1omise of a
longer and more vigorous life, together with instruction in every
way equal to that wliich they could find anywhere else.
THERE ARE THOUSANDS of parents who would
spend their winters in the Sunny South if they knew· that they
could find there a ,chool of the highest grade for the children
whom they cannot leave behind them, but whose studies they
do not wish to interrupt; Winter Park offers to such parents
the fi nest climate on earth, a good hotel, pleasant boarding
houses, furnished or unfurnished cottages, cultivated and
agreenble society, fine drives, good fishing and hunting-and
to their children of all ages the hest instruction , through Rollins College aud the excellent Public School, in any study.

